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the ' human mind,' and analyses its nature so as to part the transient from the permanent, we shall miss his conception if we suppose him to be thinking of an individual sample of that mind and not of its generic essence and character: and especially when he deals with only its adequate ideas of immutable realities, he ignores the distinction between this and that individual, and treats ' the human understanding7 as one organ of necessary truth. Let a reality be eternal, its idea will be eternal; and that idea, wherever present, will know itself to be true. This seems to me to satisfy the requirements of Spinoza's language.
(2) Appeal is further made to the following positions of Spinoza's: the 'idea of the idea must no less belong to God than the idea itself: if the idea itself belongs to God considered as constituting the human mind, i.e. if it is in the human mind, so too must be the idea of it; or the self-consciousness connected with it must be in the human mind1.' Now the surviving adequate ideas are in the human mind, belonging to its essence; so therefore must be the self-consciousness connected with them, and share its * eternity.' The conclusion here again appears to me to be invalidated by the same considerations. To say that the idea's self-consciousness, as well as the idea itself, must be ' in God,' means only that it must be in existence: given the idea, its reflection is given. If, in particular, it is given in the human mind, so then is the self-consciousness of it. Applying this rule to the surviving adequate ideas, we must grant them a self-conscious survival as necessary or eternal truth. No doubt; but in what personal specimen of ' the human mind?' of what thread of self-consciousness are they a continuation ? Do they acknowledge their relationship to John Thomas, their ci-devant subject, whose total history is blotted out and in the dark ? Can they be said 'to survive/ or to 'continue' anything, when there is no Past, and time and phenomena have vanished, and put an end to identity between things now and then ? If a true 1 Eth. II. xliii.